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Where are we now? 
Recent graduates tell us their next-step stories 

 Ever wonder where your degree is taking 

you? While you are studying there are 

many opportunities to learn about the 

exciting careers open to Life Sciences stu-

dents. But sometimes it helps to hear 

some real stories from actual Liverpool 

graduates. We asked 4 recent graduates 

to write their story of what they are now 

doing, and crucially how they got there. 

Some true insider insights! 
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W hen I applied to study Zo-

ology at Liverpool in 2012 I 

never dreamt that five years later I 

would be on my way to the Peruvi-

an Amazon to take up a role as 

Senior Field Officer in a conserva-

tion NGO. 

I graduated from the University of 

Liverpool in 2015 with a degree in 

Zoology which I thoroughly en-

joyed. As part of my undergradu-

ate degree I ended up spending a 

semester at Monash University in 

Australia during my second year as 

part of a study abroad scheme and 

had an incredible time. During my 

time at Monash University I espe-

cially enjoyed the conservation 

module and I left university with a 

drive for pursuing a career in con-

servation. 

I decided to apply for a conserva-

tion Masters course to commence 

in the following year (as the post-

graduate loans would start in 

2016/17). I knew competition for 

breaking in to the conservation 

sector was fierce and that a Mas-

ters course would improve my 

odds. I also had the ambition to 

improve my Spanish language 

skills, something I had always 

wanted to do as I have family from 

Latin America. I spent the year 

waitressing part time in my 

hometown whilst volunteering for 

The Wildlife Trusts and getting ex-

perience bird ringing with the local 

ringing group. Once I had saved up 

enough money I joined a Spanish 

language school and lived with my 

uncle in Spain for a short while. I 

was then granted a scholarship and 

a place on the Masters in Biodiver-

sity and Conservation course at the 

University of Leeds. I left Spain at 

the end of summer 2016 to com-

mence my course at Leeds where I 

gained a plethora of new conserva-

tion and research skills. 

I decided I liked the idea of doing 

conservation research and thought 

an MRes would reveal whether the 

academic career trajectory was for 

me. My course was made up of 

both a taught module element, 

practical modules and two sub-

stantial research projects. Safe to 

say there was a lot going on that 

year! 

I have now finished my Master’s 

degree and have been lucky 

enough to have been accepted for 

a job working for a conservation 

NGO in the Peruvian Amazon 

starting in October. The job de-

mands various tasks to be under-

taken, with my primary role involv-

ing taking out volunteers and in-

terns in their field work and guid-

ing them as they collect their data. 

I will also write reports and over-

see databases and work alongside 

Solange Ponce 
Zoology BSc and now Senior Field Manager, Peru 

Me holding a giraffe femur bone that my research team and I found in the Kenyan 
savannah. We were there carrying out research on dietary preferences of the Afri-
can elephant.  
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the local communities in imple-

menting alternative sustainable 

living solutions to try to end the 

deforestation in the area. 

As I am only about to embark in the 

working world myself, I can only 

offer some small advice on what 

has helped me so far. What may be 

beneficial is to gain as many differ-

ent experiences as possible. It is 

probable that one of the reasons I 

was seen as a good candidate for 

the job in Peru is that I have under-

taken field research in Kenya (as 

part of a university module) and 

this provided evidence that I can 

undertake research in different cli-

matic conditions and under an in-

tense work schedule. My study 

abroad experience likely demon-

strated that I enjoy new challenges 

and can adjust to new living rou-

tines which I think again helped me 

in my job application. I think this 

flexibility is valuable to employers. 

Getting experience in your chosen 

area will certainly help, even if it is 

just volunteering occasionally. Simi-

larly, widening your practical and 

or computer software skills (if rele-

vant) is a worthy investment and 

may stand you in good stead later 

down the line. But I think the main 

piece of advice I can give is to aim 

high and work hard for what you 

want. Don’t shy away from apply-

ing for something that excites due 

to the fear that you won’t be able 

to attain it. Take the opportunities 

as they come! 

Me holding an adult North-
ern Gannet (Morus bassan-
us) whilst PhD student Jude 
Lane from the University of 
Leeds (pictured left) attach-
es a GPS tracker to its tail 
feathers. My research ex-
plored the associations 
between foraging strategy 
and resultant evolutionary 
fitness in northern gannets 
on Bass Rock, an island off 
the south east coast of 
Scotland, and home to the 
world's largest gannet colo-
ny. Research was conduct-
ed during the summer as 
part of my Masters degree 
(all GPS loggers were re-
moved and no gannets 
were harmed!).  
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I  studied a 5 year degree in 

Pharmaceutical and Biological 

Chemistry in Mexico and after 

that I decided to do a Master’s 

degree. I wanted to go outside of 

my comfort zone, so I applied to 

the University of Liverpool and 

obtained a scholarship from the 

Mexican government to support 

my postgraduate studies in the 

UK. Despite the fact that English 

is not my mother tongue, I was 

able to obtain a distinction in 

MSc Advanced Biological Scienc-

es.  

Now I work at Bayer Pharmaceu-

ticals, one of the largest pharma-

ceutical companies in the world, 

in Mexico City. Luckily, it did not 

take me long to get a position in 

the company – I heard about the 

position through a colleague, 

which made me realise the im-

portance of networking. I believe 

that having international experi-

ence and having a Master’s de-

gree from abroad were determin-

ing factors in me getting the job. 

Despite not having much experi-

ence in the position, being able 

to communicate in several lan-

guages (in my case Spanish, Eng-

lish, Korean and a little French) 

gave me an advantage over other 

applicants.  

 I work as a ‘pharmacovigilance 

officer’, receiving, reviewing and 

handling reports of suspected 

adverse reactions and incidents 

related to Bayer Pharmaceuticals’ 

consumer health products and 

devices. I have the opportunity to 

meet people of all levels, from 

the CEO of the company to the 

kitchen staff. Everyone here is 

very kind and ready to help you. 

We are given continuous training 

and support to move to another 

area if we want to. Also, there is 

free food! I enjoy the independ-

ence and responsibility of the 

job, but the traffic in Mexico City 

is not something I would recom-

mend! 

When I look back and remember 

my first week living in Liverpool, I 

just laugh. I remember being so 

scared and nervous! I didn’t 

know anyone, I barely under-

stood the accent, and I was so 

cold! I seriously thought about 

giving up and going home that 

month, but then, I discovered the 

warmth and kindness of my class-

mates and the staff at the univer-

sity. I had my first night out in 

Liverpool (and the biggest hango-

ver of my life), I signed up to the 

gym, I developed some good 

friends, and I started feeling at 

home. 

I can say that my time studying in 

Liverpool was incredible and the 

best decision I’ve made. I learned 

a lot academically and culturally, 

and discovered how capable I can 

be. One thing for sure – magic 

happens outside your comfort 

zone. You just need to work hard 

and be brave.  

 

 

Leslie Núñez 
MSc graduate and working at Bayer Pharmaceuticals 

 
Me at the company where 

there are a lot of green 
spaces 
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O n the 18th July 2016, I sat in 

a very hot Philharmonic 

hall and graduated with a First-

Class Honours degree in Molecu-

lar Biology and Biotechnology. 

Later that day, it was also an-

nounced that I had received the 

‘Kirby Johnson’ prize for the high-

est grades in my degree course. 

Liverpool was a fantastic place to 

work, study and socialise and it 

was there that I met my partner 

of nearly four years, made the 

greatest of friends, played 7-a-

side football and discovered my 

passion for bacteriophages.  

On a cold, windy autumnal morn-

ing in October 2014, I sat waiting 

for the 9am virology to start. It 

was in this lecture that the con-

cept of a bacteriophage (or 

phage) – a virus that infects bac-

teria, was introduced and I was 

hooked immediately! As the 

most abundant non-living entity 

on the planet, phages outnumber 

their bacterial host by a factor of 

10 to 1. They specifically target 

their host and hijack the cellular 

machinery to make more phages, 

before killing the cell and releas-

ing new viruses. This property 

makes them an attractive candi-

date in the fight against antibiotic

-resistant infections, in the form 

of ‘Phage Therapy’. It was after 

these lectures that I started to 

investigate the best place to con-

duct research on phage biology 

and in February 2016 I was 

offered a fully funded PhD posi-

tion at the University of Cam-

bridge.  

It is in the Department of Bio-

chemistry, with a leader in the 

field, that I am now a PhD stu-

dent researching the phages of 

Pseudomonas aeruginosa. As the 

most abundant biological entity 

on the planet, phages can be 

found everywhere! In Cambridge, 

we get our phages from river 

samples taken from the River 

Cam as this is the fastest and 

most sure-fire way to find novel 

phages. My research involves 

building up a bank of new phages 

isolated from the environment 

and characterising them to iden-

tify the best candidates for a 

phage therapy product.  

 Megan Booth 

Molecular Biology and Biotechnology BSc and now PhD student at Cam-

bridge 

My induction into Corpus Christi 

college – drinking from a ceremo-

nial drinking horn.  
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Outside of the lab I really enjoy 

teaching and I have just finished 

teaching an intensive four-week 

summer programme for students 

interested in studying medicine. I 

have also demonstrated in the 

undergraduate practical sessions 

in the teaching lab. I have found 

that such activities are a great 

confidence booster and they are 

hugely rewarding. I have recently 

been chosen as the ‘Early Career 

Representative’ for the Prokary-

otic Division of the Microbiology 

Society and I am also the student 

editor for ‘The Biochemist’ maga-

zine, run by the Biochemical Soci-

ety. For some ‘me time’, I enjoy 

horse riding and going to the 

gym. (Exercise is quite important 

as there always seems to be cake 

brought to tea-time!) I also had a 

very fleeting television career 

when I signed myself and my 

partner up to appear on the BBC 

gameshow pointless! Our epi-

sodes should be aired sometime 

later in 2017!  

The life of a PhD student is some-

times a weird limbo between 

being a student and an adult 

with a ‘proper job’ and is very 

challenging. However, the flexi-

bility and unique opportunities to 

discover new science and be-

come an expert in your area, dra-

matically outweighs this frustra-

tion (student discount helps too). 

A PhD is a challenge for many 

reasons and a huge test of your 

tenacity. It is only as I approach 

the end of my first year that I 

finally feel like a PhD student, 

rather than an undergraduate 

masquerading as one.  

To students considering applying 

for a PhD, or to those just about 

to start – the PhD project is very 

important, however also make 

sure you take some time to pur-

sue your own interests. Whether 

this be outreach, teaching, 

writing or even consulting, join 

societies offering new, but com-

plementary activities as they will 

help you to enhance your skills 

and become a better researcher. 

The world of academia isn’t for 

everyone so you should prepare 

your CV for future employment 

in other industries. However, 

most importantly, have fun! Your 

PhD is a crazy, exciting, immer-

sive, rollercoaster ride of experi-

ences and emotions. Work hard 

and enjoy yourself!  

 I dragged my poor, unsuspecting boyfriend 
onto Pointless in Sept ‘16. Aired in late  
2017 
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I  applied to do Biological and 

Medical sciences at the Uni-

versity of Liverpool for the 2013 

intake. If I am honest I didn't 

know a lot about the city or the 

course when applying, It was 

however, one of the best deci-

sions I have made. The course 

has given me a solid foundation 

for a career involving science and 

the city has never ceased to keep 

me entertained. Both the course 

and the City have helped to 

springboard me into the next 

chapter of my life. 

I am now still in Liverpool study-

ing Medicine as a graduate. Dur-

ing my first degree the excellent 

support from my academic advi-

sors and the university career 

support staff helped me find a 

career I could find a passion in. 

As I am sure most people know 

gaining a place in Medical school 

is not easy. I had made the deci-

sion to apply part way through 

my second year and the prepara-

tion started from then. I think the 

most important thing to do when 

considering a career in Medicine 

is to gain an understanding of the 

importance of caring for other 

people and seeing whether that 

is something suited to your per-

sonality. I began volunteering 

with charities combating mental 

illness and I also gained employ-

ment as a care worker. I must 

stress that these aren’t just activ-

ities to bulk up your CV (although 

they do that to) they really give 

you an appreciation of working 

for the benefit of others. Clinical 

shadowing and a high entrance 

exam score are also vital! As for 

rejections, I got 3 and It could 

quite have easily been all 4. So, If 

you are reading this after missing 

out on Medical school, don’t give 

up. One offer is all you need and 

you will get it eventually if you 

stay focused! 

My advice to undergraduates 

regardless of your chosen path 

(and to those who don’t have 

one yet) is to really make the 

most of your time at university 

and invest in your future whilst 

you are doing your undergradu-

ate. Be sure to take time out of 

studying (or partying!) to consid-

er what you want out of life. Gain 

experience in as many career 

fields as possible, so you can 

make a well-informed decision 

about your path post-graduation. 

My advice to those considering 

Medicine would be to get started 

early if you can. In second year 

you will have a lot more disposa-

ble time on your hands. It is 

therefore a really good oppor-

tunity to get involved in volun-

teering initiatives and gaining 

clinical exposure. It isn’t however 

the end of the world if you have 

to take a bit of time out after 

your degree to gain a little expe-

rience and have a well-earned 

break ! I would also recommend 

talking to as many Doctors and 

Medical students as possible. 

They are in the best position to 

tell you about the pro’s and con’s 

of the career. 

So the make to most of your time 

in Liverpool, your undergraduate 

degree is fantastic time for 

growth and development. 

 

 Christopher Beoku-Betts 
Biological and Medical Sciences BSc and now studying Graduate Medi-

cine 


