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EMPLOYABILITY 

 Considering Technology 
Development? 
 Find out more from Dr Rocky Cranenburgh 

“What is your job title?” 

“Chief Technology Officer at Prokarium Ltd.” 

 

“Describe your field in 5 words” 

“Bacterially vectored recombinant vaccines & immuno-
therapies” 

 

“What 3 - 5 words best describe you?” 

“An amiable boffin, mostly harmless.” 

 

“How did you get to your current position?” 

“I completed a PhD in genomics of cyanobacteria at 
Newcastle University in 1997 and joined the biotech-
nology company Cobra Biologics later that year. I spent 
two years from 1998 as a postdoc at the University of 
Oxford for a collaborative project and relocated in 
2000 to Cobra’s headquarters at Keele, Staffordshire. I 
managed Cobra’s molecular biology group, worked on 
internal R&D projects and contracts for biopharmaceu-
tical companies in the field of recombinant protein and 
DNA production. I co-founded Prokarium Ltd as a spin-
out company from Cobra in 2012, to use live attenuat-
ed Salmonella for oral delivery of recombinant vac-
cines. In 2018 we relocated Prokarium to London.” 

 

“What are the 3 main things you do in your job?” 

“Design and introduce new technologies, manage our 
patent portfolio and assist my colleagues with grant 
applications.” 

 

“What does a typical day look like for you?” 

“I don't have a typical day, but in a typical week I travel 
to our office in London on Monday morning, spend 
Monday and Tuesday there for meetings with my col-
leagues, then travel back on Tuesday evening and 
spend the rest of the week working from home in rural 
Cheshire. Occasionally I visit academic collaborators 
and go to conferences.” 

 

“What are the skills & attributes valued most by em-
ployers in your field?” 

“An ability to think for yourself and come up with solu-
tions to problems, to research the literature and to be 
well organised.” 

 

“What are the top 3 things you love about your job?” 

“1. Inventing new technologies, 2. Learning about the 
latest developments in molecular biology and immu-
nology, 3. Working with a great team.” 

 

“What advice would you give to a current student?” 

“There's never been a better time to enter the world of 
biotechnology, with lots of new and exciting companies 
to choose from.” 

 

“Is there anything else you want to tell our students?” 

“The most important thing is to choose a career that 
interests you and that you enjoy.” 

 


